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being required to suffer fools gladly. So he consumed
far more of the Cubinefs lime and attention lhan was
reasonable. They may have been entertained by
his enchanting monologues, but their suspicions were
reinforced by his overbearing manner. In their eyes
he became the supreme rgoist. Winston Clhurchill
began to be his own enemy.
His Imperialism of outlook, matched his arrogance
of behaviour. He progressed for a time steadily
towards the Right and for a space was I he darling of
the die-hards. When the Conservatives left office in
1929 the stage was set for the Indian controversy.
Baldwin felt, rather than thought, that the decent
thing would be to set India on the high road towards
responsible self-government. To this end he was
prepared to co-operate with MacDonald. He felt
that we should repeat the mistakes we had made
with Ireland if we treated India as the shuttlecock of
the parties at Westminster, During the ill-starred
Labour Administration this circumstance angered
many Conservatives, who .saw themselves being
deprived of their traditional function as upholders of
the Empire in its entirety. Churchill was a con-
spicuous and wcll-infonncd dissident. Things grew
more and more uncomfortable for the unfortunate
Mr, Baldwin, But he stuck obstinately to his opinion*
Meanwhile much of the burden of opposition was
joyously sustained by Winston Clhurchill. He flung
himself into the task of hampering his devoted adver-
sary, Philip Snowdcn. But lie did not spare Ramsay
MacDonald; the Prime Minister with his woolly
periods and wordy sentimentalities was a perfect
target for the shafts of Churchill It was now that he
no